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George Ade put Brook on map 
BY JOAN CLARK 
Brook Reporter Editor 

BROOK - The name of George 
Ade is synonymous ·with "humor," 
"hospitality" and "Hoosier." These 
three words tell of his life in Newton 
County. 

Probably th~ largest party ever 
hosted t)y A de at his home, Hazelden 
three miles east of Brook, was in 
1908 . when William Howard Taft 
opened his race .for the White House. 
It w;ts a shock to his opponent, 
William Jennings Bryant, who was 
making his third and last bid for this 
highest office, when Taft chose the 
little town of Brook&:nd Ade's home 
to begin his campaign. · 

Ade was a delegate to the 
Repuolican National Committee and 
a member of the Notification 
Committee. 

Bryant's surprise ·continued with 
his million vote loss in the fall. 

Ade's interest in politics continued 
when be hosted the fall campaign in 
1924 when Gen. Dawes closed his 
speaking tour at Hazelden. 

Ade was born in 1866 at Kentland. 
As soon as he could read, he kept his 
nose in a book, and, he confessed 
that he had little enthusiasm for 
manual labor. This really bothered 
his father, John, and he wondered 
how his son could ever make a liv- · 
ing. George Ade entered Purdue 
University, just taking scientific 
courses. A quote from Ade stated, 
"star student as a freshman but 
wobbly later on and a total loss in 
math". 

He worked as a reporter for a 
Lafayette paper whose frugal editor 
used old 'envelopes as copy paper. 
From that low income salary, $6 a 
week, he went on to write 
testimonies for a patent medicine 
company's tobacco-habit cure. It 
was a guarantee, according to Ade's 
writing. "The most persistant habit 
can be cured if you follow the direc
tions. Discontinue the use of tobacco 
and take the tablets." 

At Purdue, he had formed a 
friendship with John T. McCut
cheon, who was later a famous 

George Ade is seated in his study where he made contact with people from all over the United States . 

Hoosier cartoonist. His cartoons ap
peared daily in the Chicago Tribune. 
Ade joined McCormick in 1890 on the 
Chicago Morning News to write a 
daily story on the weather. When the 
steamer, Tioga, exploded in the 
Chicago River, no one else was 
available and Ade was the reporter. 
It was his big break. 

By 1893, he had his own column 
"Stories of Streets and of the Town" 
with McCutcheon as the illustrator. 
His column was the birthplace of the 
work that made him famous -
fables. 

By 1899, this column was a hit with 

69,000 copies for the first year alone. 
They were soon syndicated, produc
ed as movies and turned his 
characters in to comic strips. 

Ade felt it was a queer twist of fate 
that he was termed a "humorist" 
and writer of "slang." He never 
wanted to be a comic and the 
idiomatic talk of the streets, which 
was termed, "slang," had no rela
tion to the language of the under
world and criminal element. He 
wrote for the family . 

Purdue had introduced Ade to the 

love of the theater and, after the syn. 
dication of the fables, he began 
writing for the stage and wrote the 
book and verses of the musical 
satire, The Sultan of Sulu. His light 
opera was a success and more lyrics 
and dialogue came to the stage. His 
best known play was a comedy on 
college life and football on the cam
pus of Wabash College, and was call
ed The College Widow. 

In 1902, his brother, William, pur-
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ADE from page 12 

chased 417 acres near Brook for Mr. 
Ade. He loved the beautiful wooded 
area and commissioned an architect 
to design a smal} dwelling that 
would cost $2,500. As the ideas grew, 
Ade ended up with the beautiful 
English Tudor. home, "Hazelden," 
for the cost of $25,000. The name of 
his home came from the maiden 
name of his grandmother, Hazelton. 

It was not just a home, it was an 
estate. The gardens were elaborate 
and gorgeous. There was a full-sized 
swimming pool, a green house, a 
bam, the caretakers cottage, tennis 
courts, a dance pavillion and a water 
tank. 

It was 1905 now and time to invite 
in the neighbors in to visit. There 
were big parties for the kids from 
town with picnics, lemonade, enter
tainment, swimming. Those from 
the cities were also invited to be his 
guests. Purdue alumni and their 
families and children, the Indiana 
Society of Chicago, a rally for 
Theodore Roosevelt's Bull Moose 
party, a big and happy homecoming 
for 15,000 soldiers and sailors on July 
4th, 1919, Sigma Chis, Indiana 
friends, movie stars, stage stars, 
golf pros. The list went on and on. He 
was the perfect host and loved 
entertaining. 

By 1913, the Hazelden golf course 
was a reality. There was a log cabin 
country club just north of the golf 
course where fried chicken dinners 
were a specialty. Famous golf pros 
and people came from all over the 
country to join him for golf and 
dinner. 

In May of 1944, he died in Brook. 
His home was turned over to Purdue 
University but they were unable to 
maintain it. It was turned over to the 
state who, because of maintenance 
costs, turned it over to Newton 
County. 

In 1946, the tiUes rested in the 
hands of the George Ade Memorial 
Hospital Foundation with the hopes 
of building a hospital on the grounds. 
Time passed and no decision could 

This beautiful formal flower garden was shaped conforming to 
the state of Indiana. He showed that he was proud to be a 
Hoosier. 

be reached officially by the county. 
The home and grounds were 

neglected, doors were ajar, brush 
grew high; floors and plaster were 
damaged by rain and the home was 
filled with litter. 

Time heals all wounds. By 1960, a 
beautiful and efficient hospital, the 
George Ade Memorial Hospital, had 
been built where his swimming pool 
was once located. Birth, healing and 
death were taking place where 
children once had played. 

A group of area residents under. 
took the restoration of the George 
Ade Home and it is under the care of 
the George Ade Home Association. 
Now it is available for rental to area 
residents who want an elegant and 
perfect place for wedding recep. 
tions, dinners, teas, birthday parties 
and meetings. 

The cabinets and shelves 
throughout the home display many 
of the beautiful artifacts and 
memorabilia from Ade's trips 
around the world. There Ade's 
beautiful silver tea service and 
crystal punch bowl can grace a 
bride's table. 
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George Ade hosted the famous at his golf log club house across 
the highway from his home. Chicken dinners served to his 
guests were famous and anticipated from his second time 
visitors. 
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